
American Literary History Style Sheet 

• For matters that are not specifically addressed here, please follow the MLA Style 
Manual, 3rd Edition 

• Please use Merriam Webster’s Dictionary for spelling questions  
 
GENERAL STYLE 
Spelling  Follow Merriam Webster’s first variant, always 
  See wordlist at end of document for journal-specific 

spelling examples 
Hyphenation  “Third World” is never hyphenated 

Ethnic identities: 
Only hyphenated as adjective:  

• Italian American, but Italian-American food 
• African American, but African-American 

writer. 
 
Never hyphenated:  
Asian American 
Chinese American 
Japanese American 
Native American 
Texas Mexican 
 
See wordlist at end of document for journal-specific 
hyphenation examples 

Capitalization  See MLA 3.7.2 
 Job title Capitalize job titles. 

 
Example 
“X is Assistant Professor of English and Creative 
Writing” 

 Regions Capitalize regions of the country 
 
Example 
the Northwest, the Midwest 
 
BUT do not capitalize these words when they are 
used as adjectives 
 
Example 
in southern Missouri, in the northwest corner of the 
US 

 Others • A.D. and B.C. are in small caps.  
 
• Adjectives from proper nouns (e.g., oedipal, 



orphic) are generally lowercase, but confirm 
with Webster’s 

 
• See wordlist at end of document for journal-

specific capitalization examples 
Italicization Foreign words • Italicize foreign words, unless they are found in 

Webster’s  
• Do not italicize “et al.” 
• Do not italicize quotes in foreign languages 
 

Ellipses Three ellipses • Three ellipses are used to indicate that only part 
of the sentence has been omitted 

• There should be spaced between all ellipses and 
all words 

 
Example 
“I thought . . . of Rosanna Spearman.” 

 Four ellipses • Four ellipses are used to indicate that the end of 
a sentence has been omitted 

• There should be no space between the last word 
and the first ellipsis, BUT there should be spaces 
between all ellipses and between the last ellipses 
and the next word. 

 
Example 
“I thought directly of Rosanna Spearman. . . . The 
matron of the Reformatory had reported her.” 
 

TECHNICAL STYLE 
Number style  Spell out the following: 

• Numbers under 10 
 
• Numbers in titles 
Example 
Thirteenth Amendment 
 
• Time periods 
Example 
Nineteenth Century 

 Thousand 
separator 

Use commas in numbers with four or more digits 
 
Example 
1,000; 3,000 (NOT 3000) 

 Symbols  Use symbols instead of spelling out the words for 
dollars, percent, etc. 
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Example 
$100 (NOT 100 dollars) 
20% (NOT 20 percent) 

 Dates List dates in the following way: date month year 
 
Example 
1 April 1994 

 Decades • Please either spell out the decade or list the year 
with an “s” (both 1960s and the sixties are 
acceptable) 

• Be consistent within the article 
• Do NOT capitalize: the Sixties 
• Do NOT use apostrophes: the ‘50s, 1960’s 
• Do NOT use “the 50s” (spell out 1950s) 
 
Examples 
the sixties (BUT not the Sixties) 
1960s (BUT not 1960’s or ’60s or ‘60s)  

TABLES AND FIGURES 
Tables  Table  #. Caption follows (One-sentence table 

caption with no period) 
 
Example  
Table 1. List of great American authors 

 Citation in text Table 1; Tables 1 and 2 
Figure  Fig. #. Caption follows. (period at end) 

 
Example 
Fig. 3. Abigail Adams to John Adams, 31 March–5 
April 1776. 

 Citation in text Figure 1; (Figure 2); Figures 3 and 4 
 
BACK MATTER 
Notes  • Notes are listed at the end of the article before 

Works Cited. They are notes written by the 
author and usually contain references to books, 
articles, etc.  

• They are listed in numerical order, roman, flush 
left. 

• Multiple listings of works are separated by a 
semi-colon 

 
Examples 
1.     See, for example, works such as Hilary E. 
Wyss, Writing Indians: Literacy, Christianity, and 
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Native Community in Early America (2000); 
Elizabeth McHenry, Forgotten Readers: Recovering 
the Lost History of African American Literary 
Societies (2002). 
 
2.     Leora Auslander offers a comparative guide in 
Cultural Revolutions: Everyday Life and Politics in 
Britain, North America, and France (2009). 
 
3.     I examine this case in “Reading and 
Radicalization: Print, Politics, and the American 
Revolution,” Early American Studies (Winter 2010): 
5–40. 

 Books • Author name in roman, followed by the title of 
work in italics, and the date in parentheses  

• Do NOT include publisher information 
 
Example 
Elizabeth Maddock Dillon, The Gender of Freedom: 
Fictions of Liberalism and the Literary Public 
Sphere (2004) 

 Edited books • Chapter/section title in roman and quotation 
marks, followed by the book in italics and the 
year of publication in parentheses, then “ed.” and 
the editor’s name, followed by the page range. 

 
Example 
I examine this history in “The Declaration of 
Independence and the New Nation,” The Cambridge 
Companion to Thomas Jefferson (2009), ed. Frank 
Shuffelton, 12–34. 

 Articles • Article title is in roman and quotation marks 
• Name of journal, newspaper, etc. in italics, 

followed by volume number, then month/year in 
parentheses (issue number is NOT included), and 
page numbers 

 
Example 
William Novak, “The Myth of the ‘Weak’ American 
State,” American Historical Review 113 (June 
2008): 752–72. 

Difference between Notes 
and Works Cited 

 • Notes should include books and articles 
mentioned in passing  

• HOWEVER, cited books, where a specific page 
or chapter is referenced, must have an entry in 
the Works Cited 
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• All articles require a full reference (even if 
mentioned only in passing) BUT if they are 
listed in the Notes section, they do not need to be 
listed again the Works Cited section. 

 
REFERENCES  
Reference citation in text  • If author is mentioned in sentence, do not 

mention in citation. If year is mentioned in 
sentence do not mention year. If neither is 
mentioned in the sentence include author and 
year  

• Do NOT use commas in the citations 
• Books are listed by the title in italics, followed 

by the year in parentheses 
 
Examples 
In Freakery: Cultural Spectacles of the 
Extraordinary Body (1996), Rosemary Garland 
Thomson argues… 
 
As historian David Armitage has persuasively 
shown in The Declaration of Independence: A Global
History (2007),… 
 
• Articles are listed by the title in quotation marks 

with page number, if provided 
 
Example 
(“Social and Political” 393) 

Order  • Arrange entries by alphabetical order by the 
author’s last name, using the letter by letter 
system 

• See MLA 6.4.3 
 Several works 

by same first 
author 

• For an author with more than one work, list the 
entries in chronological order and replace the 
author’s name with 3-em dash followed by a 
period in the second and subsequent entries 

 
Example 
Adams, Abigail. Letter to John Adams. 
31 Mar. 1776. Butterfield 370. 
 
———. Letter to Mercy Otis Warren. 
27 Apr. 1776. Butterfield 397. 

 Works by the 
same first 

• Alphabetical by first author, then second author, 
then third author, etc. 
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author, but 
differing 
second authors 

 
Example 
Scholes, Robert, and Robert Kellogg 
 
Scholes, Robert, Carl H. Klaus, and Michael 
Silverman 
 
Scholes, Robert, and Eric S. Rabkin 

 Author 
designated as 
Anonymous 

Alphabetize by the title, ignoring “A,” “An,” “The” 

 No author Allowed; alphabetize by  the title, ignoring “A,” 
“An,” “The” 

 Legal 
references 

Alphabetize under title, ignoring “A,” “An,” “The” 

Cross-References  • Instead of citing two or more works from the 
same collection, create a complete entry for the 
collection and cross-reference individual pieces 
to the entry.   

• In a cross-reference, state the author and the title 
of the piece, the last name of the editor of the 
collection, and the inclusive page or reference 
numbers.   

 
Example 
Hamill, Pete. Introduction. Sexton and Powers xi-
xiv. 
 
Mayakovsky, Vladimir. “Brooklyn Bridge.” Trans. 
Max Hayward and George Reavey. Sexton and 
Powers 136-51. 
 
McCullers, Carson. “Brooklyn Is My 
Neighborhood.” Sexton and Powers 143-47. 
 
Sexton, Andrea Wyatt, and Alice Leccese Powers, 
eds. The Brooklyn Reader: Thirty Writers Celebrate 
America’s Favorite Borough. New York: Harmony, 
1994. 
 
Walcott, Derek. “A Letter from Brooklyn.” Sexton 
and Powers 264-65. 
 
Whitman, Walt. “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry.” Sexton 
and Powers 267-74. 

Author Name style First author name is inverted (last name, first 
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name,); following authors are as in standard text 
(first name last name). 

 Initials Smith, M. H. OR Smith, Michael H. (follow author) 
 Suffix spaced with dots 
 Example Smith, M. H., Jr. 
 Two authors Smith, M. H. and D. Bendsten.  

(NOTE: There is no comma between the two 
author names) 

 Three authors Smith, M. H., D. Bendsten, and G. Jones. 
 Editor as author Smith, M., ed. 

Smith, M., and D. Bendsten, eds. 
 Punctuation at 

end of element 
Period 

Book (not including other 
nonperiodicals) 

Title Books are roman, italicized 
 
Example 
The American Enlightenment. 

 Translator Appears before the title and is preceded by “Trans.” 
 
Example 
“Toad’s Mouth” Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. A 
hammock beneath the Mangoes: Stories from Latin 
America. Ed. Thomas Colchie 

 Editor Follows the title and is preceded by “Ed.” or “Eds.” 
(for multiple authors) 
 
Example 
The American Enlightenment. Ed. Adrienne Koch. 

 Volume 
number 

• Should be placed after title, before edition and 
before publisher information 

• Cite volume only if using 2 or more volumes 
 
Example 
Adams Family Correspondence. Vol. 1.  

 Edition • For new or revised edition, use revision date, not 
original  

• For a reprint by a different publisher, give both 
dates 

• See MLA 6.6.13 
 
Examples 
6th ed.  
2nd ed. 
Rev. ed. 
2006 ed. 

 Publisher • Appears before the the publisher name with a 
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location colon 
• Do NOT include the states for publishers 
• Do NOT include “published for” or “published 

by” in the Works Cited list 
 
Examples 
New York: 
London: 
Cambridge: 

 Publisher name • Cut publisher names down as much as possible 
(University should be “U”; Press should be “P”) 
 
Examples 
University of Minesota Press=U of Minnesota P 
Columbia University Press=Columbia UP 

 Publication 
year 

Appears after the publisher information and a 
comma, and is followed by a period 
 
Example 
New York: Columbia UP, 2007. 

Journal (includes all 
periodicals) 

Article title Articles are roman and in quotation marks  
 
Example 
“The American Revolution, Wife Beating, and the 
Emergent Value of Privacy.” 

 Journal title Italicize journal titles 
 
Example 
William and Mary Quarterly 

 Volume and 
issue numbers 

If continually paginated, volume number and year 
are sufficient; no issue number is needed. Don’t 
query for an issue number, but do not remove one if 
it is provided. 
 
Example 
18 (volume 18, no issue provided) 
18.3 (volume 18, issue 3) 

 Year • Listed after the volume/issue numbers in 
parentheses 

• Month of publicationcan be included (if 
provided, do not query author); abbreviate all 
months except May, June, and July 

 
Example 
18.3 (2004) 
18 (Sep. 2004) 
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 Page range • Listed after the volume/issue numbers, year 
(followed by a colon) 

 
Example 
18.3 (2004): 156-72 

  Truncate numbers in the following way:  
• 1-99: use all digits 
Examples 
3–10, 71–72, 96–117 
 
• 100 or multiples of 100: use all digits 
Examples 
100–104, 1100–1113 
 
• 101 through 109, 201 through 209, etc.: use 

changed part only 
Examples 
101–8, 1103–4 
 
• 110 through 199, 210 through 299, etc.: use two 

or more digits as needed 
Examples 
321–28, 498–532, 1087–89, 11564–615, 12991–
13001 

Others Thesis Kane, Sonia. “Acts of Coercion: Father-Daughter 
Relationships and the Pressure to Confess in British 
Women’s Fiction, 1778-1814.” Diss. City U of New 
York, 2003. 
 
Stephenson, Denise R. “Blurred Distinctions: 
Emerging Forms of Academic Writing.” MA thesis. 
U of New Mexico, 1996. 

 Proceedings Brady, Brigid, and Patricia Verrone, Eds. 
Proceedings of the Northeast Region Annual 
Meeting, Conference on Christianity and Literature: 
Christ Plays in Ten-Thousand Places. 22 Oct. 2005, 
Caldwell Coll. N.p.: Northwest Regional Conf. on 
Christianity and Lit., n.d. 
 
(n.p.=no publisher; n.d.=no date) 

 Government 
Report 

Great Britain. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food. Radionuclide Levels in Food, Animals, and 
Agricultural Products: Post-Chernobyl Monitoring 
in England and Wales. London: HMSO, 1987. 

 Personal 
Communication

Harner, James L. Message to the author. 20 Aug. 
2002. E-mail. 
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 In press Henderson, George Wylie. Baby Lou and the Angel 
Bud. N.d. TS. Collection of Roslyn Kirkland Allen, 
New York. 
 
(n.d.=no date; TS=typescript; MS=manuscript) 

 Newspaper 
article 

Rosenberg, Geanne. “Electronic Discovery Proves 
an Effective legal Weapon.” New York Times 31 
Mar. 1997: D5. 

 Electronic 
source (web 
site/web page) 

Davidson, Cathy N. “From Movable Type to 
Searchable Text.” Common-place 3.3 (April 2003): 
n. pag. Web. 1 Nov. 2009. 
 
Eaves, Morris, Ed. The William Blake Archive. Lib. 
Of Cong., 28 Sept. 2007. Web. 20 Nov. 2007. 
<http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/>. 

Journal specific examples Book Eustace, Nicole. Passion Is the Gale: Emotion, 
Power, and the Coming of the Revolution. Chapel 
Hill: U of North Carolina P, 2008. 

 Chapter in a 
book 

Marcus, George E. “Ethnography in/of the World 
System: The Emergence of Multi-sited 
Ethnography.” Ethnography through Thick and 
Thin. Ed. George Marcus. Princeton: Princeton UP, 
1995. 79–104. 

 Journal article Bloch, Ruth H. “The Social and Political 
Base of Millennial Literature in Late 
Eighteenth-Century America.” American 
Quarterly 40 (Sep. 1988): 378–96. 

 Online journal 
article 

Acosta, Juvenal. “Amar a la extranjera.” Beatitude 
poetry contests. 
http://www.bestofsanfrancisco.net/juvenalacosta.htm 
(accessed 10 Feb. 2007) 

 
 
American Literary History Wordlists 
(boldface in wordlist indicates a deviation from Webster’s; see table following) 
 
Capitalization 
 
aboriginal: lowercase in all forms. Use n: “aborigine” and adjective “aboriginal.” 
Agrarian  (capitalized at editor’s discretion, when appropriate for meaning) 
American Dream 
American studies (women’s studies, African American studies) 
anti-Federalist (some authors prefer Anti-Federalist) 
bell hooks 
Bible but biblical; Talmud but talmudic 
black 
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civil rights movement 
Cold War  
communist, communism; but Communist Party, Communism for specific  

party/movement, esp. in USSR 
Congress (US); congressperson (US) 
Constitution (US); constitutional 
Continental (Europe) 
DuPont 
earth 
Eastern bloc 
ecocriticism 
Fascist Party, Fascism (for specific party/movement); fascism, fascist (concept in 
general) founding father 
Hellenic; Hellenistic (adj.) Hellene (n.), but hellenize (v) 
Internet 
language poets (not l-a-n-g-u-a-g-e) 
Left (n.), left-wing, Leftist 
Midwest, Midwesterner 
manifest destiny 
Marxism; Marxist 
Native Amercian 
New Historicism, New Criticism 
new Western history (history of the American West) 
northern hemisphere 
Northwest 
Old World, New World (n); old-world, new-world (adj.) 
Plains, Great Plains 
Southern, Southerner 
Revolution, American Revolution, Revolutionary War 
Right (n), right-wing (adj.) 
Romantic movement, Romanticism, but romantic feeling 
third world  
transcendentalism 
website 
Western (region and culture) 
US  
 
 
Hyphenation 
 
anti-Federalist 
avant-garde 
best-selling, best-seller 
by-product 
common sense (n.); commonsense (adj) 
co-opt 
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early-, mid-, late-nineteenth-century (adj.); early, mid, late nineteenth century (n) 
ever compounds: confirm with dictionary, but usually open. (ever present, ever 
increasing) 
fact gatherer 
filmmaker 
first person 
first-wave feminism 
folktale 
front-page 
full-time 
give-and-take 
grass roots (n); grassroots (adj) 
groundbreaking 
hand-wringing 
hard-boiled 
high wire act 
hip-hop 
inner city  (hyphen as adjective) 
job seeker 
knowledge gathering 
limited- (hyphenate adjs) 
large-scale (see websters for other “large” compounds) 
left-wing 
longstanding 
long-term 
mindset 
moviegoing, moviegoer 
multi: close unless word begins with “i” 
nation-state 
New World (n); new-world (adj) 
note taker 
oft- 
old-fashioned (n and adj) 
Old World; old-world (adj) 
online 
part-time 
present-day 
psycho compounds closed 
quasi- compounds hyphen with adj., open as noun. 
right-wing 
sea change 
second-wave feminism 
setup 
sound bite 
state-form 
third world  
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upper- compounds:  follow Webster 
under way 
vice-regent, vice-chancellor BUT vice president, vice admiral 
anti-Semitic 
Euro-American, Euramerican, Eurocentric 
Mesoamerican 
Science fiction (noun) BUT science-fiction (adjective) 
 
Notable exceptions to Webster’s; follow ALH

ALH STYLE WEBSTER’S 
aboriginal: lowercase in all forms. Use n: 
“aborigine” and adjective “aboriginal.”  

Often capitalized when referring to 
Australian Aborigine 

Agrarian (at editor’s discretion) agrarian 
Cold War cold war 
website Web site 
longstanding long-standing 
mindset mind-set 
Fascist Party, Fascism (for specific 
party/movement); fascism, fascist (concept 
in general) 

Fascist 

Left (n.), left- wing, Leftist leftist 
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